. Analysing the relationships between grafted and host tissues in heterospecific combinations, Houillon (1972 combinations, Houillon ( , 1973 combinations, Houillon ( , 1975 showed (Houillon, 1967) .
In fact, occurrence of skin graft rejection exceeds 75% for adult Pleurodeles standard populations. Moreover, the time of a graft rejection depends on the number of previous grafts supported by the recipient animal, and is about 2 months after the grafting for the first set and 2 weeks for the following sets (Tournefier et al, 1969 (Tournefier et al, , 1970 . Com- paratively, the occurrence of reciprocal tolerance to skin grafts is about 40% on animals of the same sibling or on chimaeras (Goujon, 1974) . In contrast, absence of reciprocal graft rejection is the general rule for animals which are thymectomized (Charlemagne and Houillon, 1968; Fache and Charlemagne, 1975) or cloned using the technique of nuclear transplantation (Aimar, 1971 (Aimar, , 1972 , or for experimental twins, or animals belonging to strains selected for their histocompatibility (Charlemagne and Tournefier, 1974 (Gallien, 1950 (Gallien, , 1954 Chardard et al, 1995) . It (Gurdon, 1960; Horneck et al, 1984; Kadhim et al, 1992; Cadet et al, 1993; Sabatier et al, 1993) . In amphibia, X-rays induce chromosomal deletions and/or translocations (Jaylet and Vacquier, 1967; Labrousse, 1969; Jaylet, 1971; Lacroix and Loones, 1971) and UV irradiation of the vegetative pole of eggs destroys the initial germ cells in anuran (Bounoure, 1937 (Reitz, 1993 (Rudolf et al, 1996) . The animals used belong to histo-compatible (Charlemagne and Toumefier, 1974) (Gallien, 1973 (Steinberg, 1957) (Houillon, 1967; Goujon, 1974) . In contrast, adult tissues such as skin, in most of the cases (about 75%), are rejected when grafted on standard animals (Tournefier et al, 1970; Goujon, 1974) . Therefore, as shown in standard strains, the tolerance of ovarian tissues of the Pleurodeles seems to be higher than that of the skin. These results showing the low level of antigenicity of the ovarian tissue could be explained by the difference in the immunological pattern between ovarian tissues and others adult tissues. In the axolotl, antigens of class I are expressed in the skin and in other somatic organs, whereas in the ovarian tissue their expression is low, so the immunogenicity of the ovary is depleted (Tournefier, pers comm (Gallien, 1950; Chardard et al, 1995) or by applying a thermal treatment (Dournon et al, 1990 (Gallien, 1973 
